Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1860-1869

Van Raalte Papers

4-27-1866

A Letter of Albertus C. Van Raalte Which Appeared on 10 May
1866 in De Hope
A. C. Van Raalte
Simone Kennedy
Nella Kennedy

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1860s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Van Raalte, A. C.; Kennedy, Simone; and Kennedy, Nella, "A Letter of Albertus C. Van Raalte Which
Appeared on 10 May 1866 in De Hope" (1866). Van Raalte Papers: 1860-1869. 363.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1860s/363

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1860-1869 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

27 April 1866

Holland, Michigan

A letter of Albertus C. Van Raalte which appeared on 10 May 1866 in De Hope. This letter was
written the day before he and Mrs. Van Raalte boarded the Teutonia for the Netherlands.
He reported that Mrs. Van Raalte was sick often on the trip from Holland to New York. They
were made very conforable in the home of the parents of Pres. Philip Phelps Jr. in Albany and the
Dr. Thomas De Witt family in New York City.
Their up-coming return trip to the Netherlands brings brings back twenty-year-old memories for
the Van Raaltes. He is grateful for the heartfelt farewells, and rejoices in the recent revival of
"young and old" in Holland.
In Dutch; translation by Simone Kennedy, 1997, and revision by Nella Kennedy, March, 2009.
Original in the archives of Hope College, the JOint Archives of Holland, at Hope College.

De Hope, 10 May 1866: Letter from Dr. Van Raalte
New York, April 27, 1866
Much beloved children!
My tasks have almost been completed. God-willing, we will go aboard
tomorrow at 9 a.m. Although entirely worn out, I hasten to write you something
about our experiences, as there certainly will be no time tomorrow.
After that wrenching separation from my home and people, and the
journey by donkey' to Kalamazoo, we felt completely exhausted, and despite our
rest in Allegan and Marshal, mother became ill, and even traveling by day became
too difficult. We stayed in Rochester a couple of days, where I enjoyed the
privilege in preaching on Sunday. Although mother's illness appeared to diminish
there, it flared up in Albany on Monday night. It seemed to me as if the journey
would be cut short. But during the pleasant stay at the home of the father of Dr.
Phelps and by the parental nursing in Dr. De Witt's home here, the illness
disappeared and her strength returned by God's goodness. Mother feels well
enough to board the Teutonia, a fairly small but trim ship, on which Dr. Phelps
has made reservations for us.
These days are filled with many emotions and thankfulness for me: being
torn away from my children and my beloved work; the joy of the love of my
people, who let me go tearfully, yet so joyfully, and with such empathy and

I ACVR used the word as in the Dutch letter, anglicizing the word by dropping the last s. The literal
translation for ass is donkey, but it is more likely that they traveled by mule—muilezel [literally: mule ass],
which means hinny, but is often incorrectly translated as mule.

1

Page, 1866, May 10. De Hope, letter from ACVR

confirmation of affection; that deep joy in the recent revival of those who know
God and in the conversions of so many among the young and old, from the
beginning and still continuing; and looking back on what is now almost twenty
years of our emigration. Everything comes back at once. It melts my soul. God's
almighty Father hand carried me through all this. The mercies of God on us are
many; God has helped us and blessed us; He has given us His grace in grace!2
It has been inexpressibly sweet for me on my trip that God visited us in the
last days with the Spirit of prayer, of faith and of conversion among young and
old, and how abundantly he let us enjoy mutual love. Although absent, I
nevertheless rejoice in the expressions of love, which makes me fervently wish
that my beloved people may generously enjoy God's presence in their hearts, the
sweetness of His thrgne of grace, the freedom experienced when standing before
God in the name of Jesus, and the excellency of an assured and practiced
communion of the saints. It would grieve me deeply if the receptiveness to God
and His revelation and the communion with God would wane, if mutual love
would grow cold, and private and public prayer would become a burden. But I
trust that the Lord is in your midst, that He surrounds His flock, that He lifts their
hearts up high and makes them taste His love. In love I commend them to the
Lord, and urged by love, I am in need of their loving prayers.
How much do I remember New York and Albany in my journey, places
where I landed twenty years ago with my family and my possessions. They were
Ebenezers, still testifying to my helplessness. I had nothing else but to throw
Hij heeft ons bewezen genade ook voor genade.
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myself and the welfare of my people in God's merciful arms. But they also speak
to me about the answer of prayer, yes, of being carried continuously by the
almighty Father arms.
My heart still goes out in love to the many children of God who supported
us. They were to me like the angels of God and my whole heart prays: "Father,
for Jesus' sake, give them your reward!"
Give everybody my warmest greetings, at least insofar as that is feasible.
As soon as we arrive, we will immediately inform you of this, even if only with a
few lines. Please excuse me for finishing this letter so abruptly, for I am tired.
May the Lord strengthen you, be merciful to you all, and give you many spiritual
blessings and physical strength for your wonderful work.
Your father who loves you all,
A. C. Van Raalte

PS Please express my warm gratitude to the pastors for their willingness to serve
my congregation.
[Translation by Simone Kennedy, 3/16/09/revision: Nella Kennedy, March 2009]
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Translation by Simone Kennedy, 1 2/1 6/97

De Hope, 10 May 1866: Letter from Dr. Van Raalte
De Hope: 10 mei 1866: Brief van Dr. Van Raalte

New York, April 27, 1866
Dearly beloved children!

My work is almost done. God-willing we will go aboard tomorrow at 9 a.m.
Even though I am entirely exhausted, I quickly want to write you something
about our experiences, as there certainly will be no time tomorrow.
r- ,Ciar
After that shocking separation from my home and people, and the journey
fiw

b

o Kalamazoo, we felt completely exhausted, and despite our rest in

Allegan and Marshal, mother became ill, and traveling by day became too
,
difficult. We stayed in Rochester a couple of days, where I enjoyed the privilege
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to preach on Sunday. Although mother's illness appeared to diminish there, it
flared up in Albany on Monday night. It seemed as if the journey would be cut
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short. But during the pleasant stay with the father of Dr. Phelps and by the
parental care in Dr. De Witt's home here, the illness disappeared and her strength
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returned by God's grace. Mother feels well enough to board the 18;1tonia, a fairly
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small but clean ship, on which Dr. Phelps has made reservations for us.
These days are filled with emotions and thankfulness. The-shoeking_Aeparation from my children and my beloved work-there; the joy of the love of my
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_
people, who said goodbye cryin
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/
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abundance-of conversions'
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6(44( C414. YtUtof beginning-until-newt Thinking back on thelauwenty years of our emigration--1u
everything comes-baelttermer(rnakes-mecel-softhearled. God's almighty
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eftring hand carried me through all this. God has_ been-so merciful, he has helped
us and blessed us, he has given us His grace in grace!
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last-days, and how abundantly he let us enjoy the love for each other. Although I
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am gone, I still jnjoy the expressions of love, which makes me fervently wish that
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my gear people may generously enjoy God's presence in their hearts, the
sweetness of His throne of grace, the freedom that you experience when standing
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before God in the name of Jesus, and the excellency of dkelf-eeriscieus and
pr tr`cect
tr_ajiled communion of saints. It would hurt me deeply if the openness for God and
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His revelation and the communion withilim would disappear, if the mutual love
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would 99.o1~, and the private and public prayer would become a burden. But
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I trust that the Lord is in your midst, that He guards His flock, that Hepulls their
hearts up high and makes them taste His love. In love I conunend,you to the
()feted .19q1 efriu

Lord, and Ipeedm prayers of love.
,
We travel through those same places in New York and Albany where I
landed twenty years ago with my family and my possessions, but they are like
,(4.4 PU.Ptid. Ott PP
' Ebenezers right now, places that only-she-w-me my helplessness. I can do no
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more than throw myself and,m' people in God's merciful arms. But they also
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My heart yearns for all thereChfildren of God who support us. They were
to me like the angels of God and my whole heart prays: "Father, for Jesus' sake,
give them your reward!"
Give everybody myW
sm
adt W9gr
e —eetings, for as much as that is feasible. As

ti#41:441,44f

t('W 14/

(4t

t,241 ?f

Mfir

soon as we arrive, we will try-to send_at-least-a few lines. Please, excuse me that I
finish this letter so abruptly, but I am tired. The Lord-411-4"
he-with
44 4 you„kee.p.you
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54Ve1/4141

give you many spiritual blessings and physical strength for your wonderful work.
Your father who loves you,
A. C. van Raalte
Nth'

4
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PS Pleaselhank the Oinisters-sincerely for their willingness to serve my Qiturcir"
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May 10, 1866

Holland, Michigan

A letter of
us C. Van Raalte which appeared on this date in De Hope but written in
New ork, April 2 h the day before boarding ship for the Van Raaltes' trip to the
Nethe la ds.
He reported that Mrs. Van Raalte was sick often on the trip to New York. They were
made very comfortable in the home of the father of Pres. Phelps in Albany and Dr.
Thomas De Witt in New York City. Their ship is called the Teritonia.
Their up-coming return trip brings back many memories for Van Raalte.

In Dutch. Translation by Simone Kennedy, 1997.

Original in the archives of Hope College, the Joint Archives of Holland, at Hope College.

Appendix 5
The following letters were written by Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte while en route to and from the
Netherlands in 1866. The first was written to his children on his and Mrs. Van Raalte's arrival in
New York City, the second to his children from Kampen in the Netherlands. He wanted to
report on how the trip had gone and to ease their concerns for Mrs. Van Raalte who was quite ill
when they left Holland. The letter of April 27 was published in the May 10, 1866, issue of De
Hope as a way of getting information to the many other people who would have been interested
in the Van Raaltes' trip and welfare. The letters after these two appeared in De Hope as reports
to the citizens of Holland. All the letters were written in Dutch and translated by Simone
Kennedy.

LETTER FROM Dr. VAN RAALTE.
New York, 27 April, 1866.
Dearly Beloved Children!
My work is almost done. God-willing we will go aboard tomorrow at 9 a.m. Even
though Jam entirely exhausted, I quickly want to write you something about our experiences, as
there certainly will be no time tomorrow.
After that shocking separation from my home and people, and the journey by stagecoach!
to Kalamazoo, we felt completely exhausted, and despite our rest in Allegan and Marshal, 2
mother became ill, and traveling by day became too difficult. We stayed in Rochester a couple of
days, where I enjoyed the privilege to preach on Sunday.3 Although mother's illness appeared to
diminish there, it flared up in Albany on Monday night. It seemed as i f the journey would be cut
short But during the pleasant stay with the father of Dr. Phelps and by the parental care in Dr.
De Witt 's4 home here, the illness disappeared and her strength returned by God's grace. Mother
feels well enough to board the Teutonia, a fairly small but clean ship, on which Dr. Phelps has
made reservations for us.
These days are filled with emotions and thankfulness. The shocking separation from my
children and my beloved work there; the joy of the love of my people, who said goodbye crying
and rejoicing and showed me so much affection and compassion; the joy and hopefulness of
those who know God and the abundance of conversions among the younger and older
generations from beginning until now. Thinking back on the last twenty years of our
emigration—everything comes back to me—makes me feel softhearted. God's almighty and
I The Dutch words used were per as or by axel, which probably indicates the Van Raaltes took a stagecoach to
Kalamazoo and from there a train East.
2 Marshall, Michigan, is thirty-five miles east of Kalamazoo. Stopping there gave the Van Raaltes an opportunity to
visit daughter Christina who was currently living there and for Mrs. Van Raalte to rest a bit (Van Raalte to Phelps,
April 7,1866).
3 Most likely Van Raalte preached at First Reformed Church, Rochester. Adrian Kriekard (1839-1907), a former
student of the Holland Academy and a graduate of Rutgers College and New Brunswick Theological Seminary, was
pastor of this congregation 1866-68. Van Raalte would have known Kriekard as a student (Russell L. Gasero, ed.,
Historical Directory of the Reformed Church in America 1628-2000, Historical Series of the Reformed Church in
America, no. 37 [Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2001], 221).
4 Dr. Thomas De Witt (1791-1874) was a good friend of Van Raalte. He was minister of the New York City
Collegiate Church 1827-64 and editor of the Christian Intelligencer 1831-43 (Corwin, Manual, 4ffl ed., 421-24). See
Appendix 1 and the Van Raalte to Phelps letter, August 4,1859, for other references to him.

Upon their arrival in New York City, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte wrote the children the
following letter about their trip from Holland, Michigan, to New York City. The letter
was published in De Hope on 10 May 1866. Since the letter contains information that
includes the visit of the Van Raaltes at the Phelps home in Albany, it, therefore, enhances
the Van Raalte/Phelps correspondence and is included. The translation is by Simone
Kennedy, 16 December 1997.
New Yorl27 Apri 1866,

Dearly Beloved Children!
My work is almost done. God-willing we will go aboard tomorrow at 9 am. Even
though I am entirely exhausted, I quickly want to write you something about our
experiences, as there certainly will be no time tomorrow.
After that shocking separation from my home and people, and the journey by
stagecoaclaloto Kalamazoo, we felt completely exhausted, and despite our rest in Allegan
and Marshal,2 mother became ill, and traveling by day became too difficult. We stayed in
Rochester a couple of days, where I enjoyed the privilege to preach on Sunday.3
Although mother's illness appeared to diminish there, it flared up in Albany on Monday
night. It seemed as if the journey would be cut short.4 But during the pleasant stay with
the father of Dr. Phelps and by the parental care in Dr. De Witt's5 home here, the illness
disappeared and her strength returned by God's grace. Mother feels well enough to board
the Tragonia, a fairly small but clean ship, on which Dr. Phelps has made reservations for
us.
These days are filled with emotions and thankfulness. The shocking separation from
my children and my beloved work there; the joy of the love of my people, who said
goodbye crying and rejoicing and showed me so much affection and compassion; the joy
and hopefulness of those who know God and the abundance of conversions among the
younger and older generations from beginning until now. Thinking back on the last
twenty years of our emigration—everything comes back to me—makes me feel
softhearted. God's almighty and caring hand carried me through all this. God has been
so merciful, he has helped us and blessed us, he has given us His grace in grace!

'The Dutch words used were per as or by axel. It is assumed that the Van Raaltes took a stagecoach to
Kalamazoo from where they caught the train for the East.
2 Going by way of Marshall took them out of the way considerably but they stopped in Marshall to visit
their daughter, Christina, who may have been employed there. (correct?)
3 Most likely Van Raalte preached at the First Reformed Church. A former student of the Holland
Academy, Rutgers College, and New Brunswick Theological Seminary, Adrian Kriekard, became pastor
of this congregation in 1866. Van Raalte would have known Kriekard from his students. If Kriekard had
not yet come to Rochester by this date, the congregation would surely have been happy that the
congregation had Van Raalte for pulpit supply that Sunday. Historical Directory of theRefornied Church
in America, 2001, 221.
4 These remarks of Van Raalte indicate that Mrs. Van Raalte was really too ill to make this long, arduous
trip.
5 Dr. Thomas G.??De Will, a minister of the Collegiate Church and a friend of Van Raalte.

It is such a sweet memory to me on my trip to think back on the way God gave all of
us, young and old, the Spirit of prayer, faith and conversion in these last days, and how
abundantly he let us enjoy the love for each other. Although I am gone, I still enjoy the
expressions of love, which makes me fervently wish that my dear people may generously
enjoy God's presence in their hearts, the sweetness of His throne of grace, the freedom
that you experience when standing before God in the name of Jesus, and the excellency
of a self-conscious and trained communion of saints. It would hurt me deeply if the
openness for God and His revelation and the communion with Him would disappear, if
the mutual love would cool down, and the private and public prayer would become a
burden. But I trust that the Lord is in your midst, that he guards His flock, that He pulls
their hearts up high and makes them taste His love. In love I commend you to the Lord,
and I need your prayers of love.
We travel through those same places in New York and Albany where I landed twenty
years ago with my family and my possessions, but they are like Ebenezers6 right now,
places that only show me my helplessness. I can do no more than throw myself and my
people in God's merciful arms. But they also show me that God answers prayers and that
He carries me in his might on his arms through everything.
My heart yearns for all these children of God who support us. They were to me like
the angels of God and my whole heart prays: "Father, for Jesus' sake, give them your
reward!"
Give everybody my sincere greetings, for as much as that is feasible.' As soon as we
arrive, we will try to send at least a few lines. Please, excuse me that I finish this letter so
abruptly, but I am tired. The Lord be with you, keep you and give you many spiritual
blessings and physical strength for your wonderful work.
Your father who loves you,
A. C. van Raalte
P.5.—Please thank the Ministers sincerely for their willingness to serve my church.

6 The word Ebenezer is taken from the Old Testament, I Samuel 7.12. When the Israelites had a great
victory in battle at Mizpah against the Philistines, the prophet, Samuel, raised a stone to commemorate the
battle and said, "Thus far the Lord has helped us." New Revised Standard Version, 1991, Oxford
University Press, 350.
7 It can only be conjectured that the Van Raalte children released this personal letter from their father
because many of his parishioners and members of the Holland community were very interested in the wellbeing of Albertus and Christina Van Raalte.

show me that God answers prayers and that He carries me in his almight on his
arms through everything.
My heart yearns for all these children of God who support us. They were
to me like the angels of God and my whole heart prays: "Father, for Jesus' sake,
give them your reward!"
Give everybody my sincere greetings, for as much as that is feasible. As
soon as we arrive, we will try to send at least a few lines. Please, excuse me that I
finish this letter so abruptly, but I am tired. The Lord be with you, keep you and
give you many spiritual blessings and physical strength for your wonderful work.
Your father who loves you,
A. C. van Raalte

1...--

PS Please thank the Ministers sincerely for their willingness to serve my yhurch.
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